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store water collected from both naturally occurring runoff and by pumping water from the 
nearby Waipaoa River during high river flow periods. Stored water would then be released 
when demand is high, or during dry-year water restrictions, to a downstream water 
reticulation system throughout the Waipaoa Valley for a range of potential uses.  

3. The applicant is seeking approvals under the Act which would otherwise be sought under 
the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA), Wildlife Act 1953, Heritage New Zealand 
Pouhere Taonga Act 2014, and the Freshwater Fisheries Regulations 1983. 

4. Section 18(2) of the Act requires that the report provide a list of relevant Māori groups, 
including relevant iwi authorities and Treaty settlement entities. We have identified the 
following groups as relevant to the project area: Rongowhakaata Iwi Trust; Te Aitanga ā 
Māhaki Trust; Rongowhakaata Settlement Trust; Tāmanuhiri Tūtū Poroporo Trust; Te 
Whānau a Kai; Te Rūnanganui o Ngā Ariki Kaiputahi Trust; Ngā Uri o Tamanui Trust; and 
Mangatū Blocks Incorporation. 

5. The relevant Treaty settlements for the project area are the Rongowhakaata Claims 
Settlement Act 2012 and the Ngai Tāmanuhiri Settlement Act 2012. 

6. These Treaty settlement Acts provide for statutory acknowledgements over the lower parts 
of the Waipaoa River and the coastal marine area at the river mouth. It is possible that the 
proposed activities may directly affect these statutory areas, thereby bringing the statutory 
acknowledgements into play.  

7. Under the RMA and the relevant Treaty settlements, a consent authority must have regard 
to a statutory acknowledgement when deciding whether an iwi is an ‘affected person’ for 
the purposes of notification decisions and must provide a summary of any consent 
applications relevant to the statutory area to a statutory acknowledgement holder.  We 
consider the process of inviting comment (including providing information about the 
application) from these groups under the Act is comparable to the requirements for 
statutory acknowledgements under the RMA and Treaty settlements. 

8. We have identified a number of other settlement provisions – including the Local 
Leadership Body, cultural redress property, right of first refusal, and conservation protocols 
– which do not appear to be impacted by the application as it currently stands, but 
nonetheless underline the traditional connection of Rongowhakaata and Ngai Tāmanuhiri 
with this area and its environment. 
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9. You received comments on the application from Te Tumu Paeroa – Office of the Māori 
Trustee, as responsible trustee of Repongaere 4H3, a Māori freehold land block within the 
project area. The Māori Trustee agrees to the project applying for referral under the Act, 
but does not have sufficient information at this time to determine whether it would be in the 
best interests of the owners of Repongaere 4H3 for the project to proceed on their land.  

10. We do not consider there are any matters raised in this report which make it more 
appropriate for the proposed approvals to be authorised under another Act or Acts. 

Signature  
 

 

 
 
Stephanie Frame 
Manager – Fast-track Operations 
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Introduction 
11. Under section 18 of the Act, you must consider a report on Treaty settlements and other 

obligations for each referral application, prepared and provided by the responsible agency 
(Secretary for the Environment). 

12. The information which must be provided in this report includes: 
a. relevant iwi authorities, Treaty settlement entities, applicant groups under the 

Marine and Coastal Area (Takutai Moana) Act 2011 (MACA), and other Māori 
groups with interests in the project area;  

b. relevant principles and provisions in Treaty settlements and other arrangements;  
c. a summary of comments and further information received from invited Māori 

groups; and 
d. advice on whether it may be more appropriate to deal with the matters that would 

be authorised by the proposed approvals under another Act or Acts. 
13. This report is structured accordingly. We have provided a list of the relevant provisions of 

section 18 at Attachment 1. 

Proposed project 
14. The applicant, Wi Pere Trust, proposes to construct and operate a water storage scheme 

located at and adjacent to Tangihanga Station, approximately 30km northwest of Gisborne, 
to meet irrigation and other water demands. The scheme would involve the construction of 
a dam to form a new large-capacity reservoir on the Pouarua Stream. The reservoir would 
store water collected from both naturally occurring runoff from the local catchment, and 
from water sourced by pumping water currently available for allocation from the nearby 
Waipaoa River (approximately 3km east) during high river flow periods.  

15. Stored water would then be released when demand is high or during dry-year water 
restrictions to a downstream water reticulation system for a range of potential uses. The 
indicative water distribution pipeline network extends over a much wider area throughout 
the Waipaoa Valley, following local road and state highway corridors. 

16. As the proposed location of the Pouarua Dam, Tangihanga Station is owned and managed 
by the applicant, and is located at 811 Lavenham Road, near Patutahi. Wi Pere Trust land 
within Tangihanga Station is Māori freehold land, and the trustees have provided a letter 
in support of this application. Part of the project infrastructure and works will occur on other 
Māori freehold land, Rapongaere 4H3 Block, and this has been agreed to in writing by the 
owners of that land block.  

17. The applicant is seeking approvals under the Act which would otherwise be sought under 
the RMA (including infrastructure, reclamation, damming, diversion and drainage of water, 
water take, excavation and construction in the bed of a stream, river or lake, and discharge 
to land or water), Wildlife Act 1953, Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014, and 
the Freshwater Fisheries Regulations 1983. 

18. We have provided location maps at Attachment 2. 

Relevant iwi authorities, Treaty settlement entities, and other Māori groups 
19. We note that some entities identified below may be included in more than one category. 

We have included a composite list of all groups at Attachment 3.  
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Iwi authorities  
20. Under section 4(2) of the Act, ‘iwi authority’ has the same meaning as in section 2(1) of the 

RMA:  
the authority which represents an iwi and which is recognised by that iwi as having 
authority to do so.  

21. We consider the following groups to be the relevant iwi authorities for the project area: 
a. Te Aitanga ā Māhaki Trust, representing Te Aitanga ā Māhaki; 
b. Rongowhakaata Iwi Trust, representing Rongowhakaata; and 
c. Tāmanuhiri Tūtū Poroporo Trust, representing Ngai Tāmanuhiri.  

Treaty settlement entities 
22. Under section 4(1) of the Act, “Treaty settlement entity” means any of the following:  

(a) a post-settlement governance entity (PSGE): 

(b) a board, trust, committee, authority, or other body, incorporated or unincorporated, 
that is recognised in or established under any Treaty settlement Act:  

(c) an entity or a person that is authorised by a Treaty settlement Act to act for a natural 
resource feature with legal personhood:  

(d) Te Ohu Kai Moana or a mandated iwi organisation (as those terms are defined in 
section 5(1) of the Maori Fisheries Act 2004):  

(e) an iwi aquaculture organisation (as defined in section 4 of the Maori Commercial 
Aquaculture Claims Settlement Act 2004). 

23. Under the Act, a PSGE: 
(a) means a body corporate or the trustees of a trust established, for the purpose of 
receiving redress in the Treaty settlement of a claimant group,— 

(i) by that group; or 

(ii) by or under an enactment or order of a court; and 

(b) includes— 

(i) an entity established to represent a collective or combination of claimant 
groups; and 

(ii) an entity controlled by an entity referred to in paragraph (a); and 

(iii) an entity controlled by a hapū to which redress has been transferred by an 
entity referred to in paragraph (a). 

24. In keeping with the procedural principles outlined at section 10 of the Act, we only identify 
those PSGEs which are specified in the relevant Treaty settlement Act or Treaty settlement 
deed.1  

25. We have identified the following relevant Treaty settlement entities for this project area: 

 
1 Should a panel be made aware of a Treaty settlement entity established after the Treaty settlement Act is 

enacted (e.g. on the advice of a PSGE), then there would appear to be nothing to prevent the panel from 
inviting that entity to comment on the application under section 53(2)(c) of the Act. 
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a. Rongowhakaata Settlement Trust, PSGE for Rongowhakaata Claims Settlement 
Act 2012;  

b. Tāmanuhiri Tūtū Poroporo Trust, PSGE for Ngai Tāmanuhiri Claims Settlement Act 
2012; and 

c. the Local Leadership Body, a statutory body established by the Ngai Tāmanuhiri 
Claims Settlement Act 2012. 

Groups mandated to negotiate Treaty settlements 
26. Currently, there are no groups who have recognised mandates to negotiate a Treaty 

settlement over an area which may include the project area. In 2008, Te Pou a Haokai 
(comprising Te Aitanga ā Māhaki, Te Whānau a Kai, Ngā Ariki Kaipūtahi, Te Whānau a Wi 
Pere, and Te Whānau a Rangiwhakataetaea) signed an agreement in principle with the 
Crown, alongside Ngai Tamanuhiri and Ngāti Rongowhakaata. We understand that 
settlement negotiations with Te Pou a Haokai2 did not progress, and that Te Aitanga ā 
Māhaki, Te Whānau a Kai, and Ngā Ariki Kaipūtahi intend to pursue their own negotiation 
mandates. We discuss these groups further below. 

Takutai Moana groups and ngā hapū o Ngāti Porou 
27. The project area does not include the common marine and coastal area, and accordingly 

there are no relevant applicant groups under MACA, and no court orders or agreements 
that recognise protected customary rights or customary marine title within the project area. 

28. The project area is not within ngā rohe moana o ngā hapū o Ngāti Porou (as set out in the 
Ngā Rohe Moana o Ngā Hapū o Ngāti Porou Act 2019). 

Iwi or hapū whose practices are recognised under the Fisheries Act 1996 through 
regulation or bylaws 
29. The project area does not include a taiāpure-local fisheries area, mātaitai reserve, or area 

subject to a bylaw or regulations made under Part 9 of the Fisheries Act 1996. 
30. For your information, we note that the coastal area at the mouth of the Waipaoa River, 

downstream of the project area, is subject to regulations made under Part 9 of the Fisheries 
Act 1996 relating to customary fishing. Under the Fisheries (Kaimoana Customary Fishing) 
Regulations 1998, the Fisheries (Kaimoana Customary Fishing) Notice (No. 3) 2011 (No. 
F584) established the customary food gathering area/rohe moana of Ngai Tāmanuhiri in 
this coastal area. 

Owners of identified Māori land where electricity infrastructure or land transport 
infrastructure is proposed 
31. Section 23 of the Act provides that, in making a decision on a referral application under 

section 21, the Minister may determine that, for the purposes of the project, an activity 
described in section 5(1)(a) is not an ineligible activity if it: 

a. is the construction of electricity lines or land transport infrastructure by (or to be 
operated by) a network utility operator that is a requiring authority; and  

 
2 Te Pou a Haokai subsequently changed its name to Te Whakarau, and then to ‘Te Aitanga a Māhaki and 

Affiliates’. 
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b. would occur on identified Māori land that is Māori freehold land or General land 
owned by Māori that was previously Māori freehold land.  

32. This project does not involve an activity described in section 23(1) (i.e. including both (a) 
and (b)) of the Act. 

Iwi authorities and groups representing hapū who are party to relevant Mana 
Whakahono ā Rohe or joint management agreements 
33. If the project area is within the boundaries of either a Mana Whakahono ā Rohe or joint 

management agreement, and the application includes a proposed RMA approval 
described in section 42(4)(a) to (d) (resource consent, certificate of compliance, or 
designation), we are required to identify the relevant iwi authority/group that represent hapū 
that are parties to these arrangements.  

34. We have not identified any Mana Whakahono ā Rohe or joint management agreements 
that are relevant to the project area, and accordingly there no parties to these 
arrangements to identify. 

Any other Māori groups with relevant interests 
35. The Office of Treaty Settlements and Takutai Moana – Te Tari Whakatau (Te Tari 

Whakatau) advise that in the future the following groups may seek a mandate to negotiate 
the settlement of their historical Treaty claims, including potentially seeking redress over 
an area which includes or is nearby the project area: 

a. Te Aitanga-ā-Māhaki; 
b. Te Whānau a Kai; 
c. Ngā Ariki Kaipūtahi; and 
d. Ngā Uri o Tamanui. 

36. We have already identified Te Aitanga ā Māhaki Trust as a relevant iwi authority, and have 
included the remaining three groups as other relevant Māori groups with relevant interests 
under section 18(2)(k) of the Act. Based on advice from Te Tari Whakatau, we have also 
included Mangatū Blocks Incorporation in this category.  

Relevant principles and provisions in Treaty settlements and other 
arrangements 

Treaty settlements 
37. Under section 4(1) of the Act, a Treaty settlement includes both a Treaty settlement Act 

and a Treaty settlement deed which is signed by both the Crown and representatives of a 
group of Māori.  

38. The following Treaty settlements relate to land, species of plants or animals, or other 
resources within the project area: 

a. Rongowhakaata Claims Settlement Act 2012; and 
b. Ngai Tāmanuhiri Claims Settlement Act 2012. 

39. The area of interest for the Rongowhakaata settlement includes the area of the proposed 
reservoir and that part of the proposed piped distribution network south of Lake 
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Repongaere (approximately). The area of interest for Ngai Tāmanuhiri includes that part of 
the proposed pipe distribution network south of Opou Road (approximately). 

Relevant principles and provisions 
40. Section 7 of the Act requires all persons exercising powers and functions under the Act to 

act in a manner consistent with Treaty settlements. The relevant principles and provisions 
for each of these settlements are set out below.  

Crown acknowledgements and apologies 

41. The Crown offers acknowledgements and an apology to relevant groups as part of Treaty 
settlement redress to atone for historical wrongs that breached te Tiriti o Waitangi/the 
Treaty of Waitangi, to restore honour, and begin the process of healing.  

42. As part of its apology to Rongowhakaata, the Crown sought to restore its tarnished honour 
with the settlement and hoped that it would mark the beginning of a new relationship with 
Rongowhakaata founded on the Treaty of Waitangi and its principles. 

43. In its apology to Ngai Tāmanuhiri, the Crown sought to restore its honour and reputation 
as a Treaty partner and atone for its past failures to uphold the Treaty of Waitangi. The 
Crown hoped to build a new relationship with Ngai Tāmanuhiri based on respect for the 
Treaty of Waitangi and its principles. 

44. The redress mechanisms provided for in Treaty settlements should be viewed in the 
context of these intentions.  

Statutory acknowledgements 

45. A statutory acknowledgement is an acknowledgement by the Crown of a 'statement of 
association' between the iwi and an identified area (the ‘statutory area’).  

46. The Rongowhakaata and Ngai Tāmanuhiri settlements both provide for statutory 
acknowledgements over that part of the Waipaoa River (including Karaua Stream) within 
their respective areas of interest. For Rongowhakaata, the statutory acknowledgement 
over the Waipaoa River extends from near Judd Road to the river mouth, whereas the Ngai 
Tāmanuhiri statutory area runs from near Opou Road to the mouth. The Rongowhakaata 
and Ngai Tāmanuhiri settlements also provide for statutory acknowledgements over the 
coastal marine area at the mouth of the Waipaoa River. 

47. Under the RMA and the relevant settlement Acts, a consent authority must, when 
considering a resource consent for a proposed activity that is within, adjacent to, or directly 
affecting a statutory area:   

a. provide a summary of the application to the holder of the statutory 
acknowledgement. The summary of the application must be the same as would be 
given to an affected person by limited notification under the RMA. The summary 
must be provided as soon as is reasonably practicable after the relevant consent 
authority receives the application, but before they decide whether to notify the 
application; and   
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b. have regard to the statutory acknowledgement when deciding whether the holder 
(generally a PSGE) is an 'affected person' for the purposes of notification decisions 
under the RMA. 3  

48. The holder of a statutory acknowledgment may also cite this as evidence of their 
association with a statutory area in any submission before a relevant consent authority (or 
the Environment Court, Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga, the Environmental 
Protection Authority, or a board of inquiry), which may, in turn, take that statutory 
acknowledgement into account.  

49. The statutory areas for the Waipaoa River statutory acknowledgements do not incorporate 
Pouarua Stream, where the proposed dam and reservoir would be sited, and are several 
kilometres downstream from that area of the Waipaoa River where the intake is proposed. 
However, it is possible that these statutory areas may be affected by some of the proposed 
activities. For example, the applicant notes that: 

a. the potential use of the river to convey water from the reservoir to different parts of 
the distribution system could have both positive (e.g. reduced sediment loads from 
taking water from the river during high flows) and negative (e.g. reduced dissolved 
oxygen and increased water temperature) effects on water quality; 

b. construction of the dam and reservoir has the potential to mobilise and ‘export’ 
sediment and nutrients, and cause decomposition and breakdown of organic 
matter; and 

c. changes in land use resulting from irrigation could alter water quality in the Waipaoa 
River. 

50. It is also possible that any impacts of the proposed activities on the Waipaoa River may 
also affect the statutory areas covered by the Rongowhakaata and Ngai Tāmanuhiri 
coastal statutory acknowledgements.  

51. We consider the process of inviting comment (including providing information about the 
application) on the application under the Act is comparable to the process under a Treaty 
settlement and the RMA of providing those who hold statutory acknowledgements with a 
summary of the application. You have already invited Rongowhakaata and Ngai 
Tāmanuhiri, as relevant iwi authorities and Treaty settlement entities, to comment on the 
application. Should you accept this referral application, these groups will also be invited for 
comment by the panel considering a substantive application under section 53(2)(c) of the 
Act.   

52. For your reference, we have provided the statutory acknowledgement provisions for 
Rongowhakaata and Ngai Tāmanuhiri, including the relevant statements of association 
and deed plans, at Attachments 4 and 5 (respectively).4  

Cultural redress property 

53. The Rongowhakaata Claims Settlment Act 2012 provided for the transfer of Crown-owned 
properties to the PSGE as cultural redress. This included the vesting of Matawhero site A 
in the Ngā Uri o Te Kooti Rikirangi trustees as a recreation reserve, to be renamed ‘Te 
Maungārongo-o-Te-Kooti Rikirangi Recreation Reserve’.  

 
3 In addition to consent authorities, the Environment Court and Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga must also 

have regard to statutory acknowledgements in relation to some of their processes. 
4 Since the statutory acknowledgements provisions are standard drafting across Treaty settlements, we have only 

provided the legislative provisions from the Rongowhakaata Claims Settlement Act 2012. 
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54. This reserve lies a short distance to the east of the Waipaoa River in its lower reaches, and 
appears to have been part of the river at some point. Most of the reserve currently 
comprises a significant wetland, undergoing restoration by the trustees, which appears to 
flow into the Waipaoa River. It is less clear whether the wetland also receives water from 
the river – if so, then it is possible it could be affected by any upstream impact of the 
application.  

55. Should you accept the application for referral, and a substantive application is lodged, then 
the panel may wish to consider whether there will be any effects on Te Maungārongo-o-
Te-Kooti Rikirangi Recreation Reserve. We have provided the deed plan for the reserve at 
Attachment 6. 

Right of first refusal 

56. The Rongowhakaata settlement includes a ‘right of first refusal’ over specified Crown land, 
which provides the PSGE with the opportunity to purchase those properties if they are ever 
disposed of by the Crown. One of those properties, held by Land Information New Zealand 
(LINZ), is part of the bed of the Waipaoa River, south of the river mouth. We cannot confirm 
whether this site is still held by LINZ. As with the coastal statutory acknowledgements 
discussed above, it is possible that any impacts of the proposed activities on the Waipaoa 
River may also affect this site. 

Local Leadership Body 

57. The project area is within the jurisdiction of the Local Leadership Body (LLB), a statutory 
body established by Part 2 Subpart 3 of the Ngai Tāmanuhiri Claims Settlement Act 2012. 
The LLB is a permanent joint committee of the Gisborne District Council, comprising six 
members appointed by council and two appointed by each of Ngai Tāmanuhiri, 
Rongowhakaata, and Te Aitanga a Māhaki.  

58. The purpose of the LLB is to: 
a. to contribute to the sustainable management of the natural and physical resources 

in the LLB area for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations, while 
recognising and providing for the traditional relationship of Ngai Tāmanuhiri, 
Rongowhakaata, and Te Aitanga a Māhaki and Affiliates with their ancestral lands, 
water, sites, wāhi tapu, and other taonga;  

b. to enable individuals and communities within the LLB area, as resources allow: 
i. to provide for their social, economic, and cultural well-being; and 
ii. to achieve improved outcomes in respect of the environment; and 

c. to ensure that the Council is appropriately informed of its statutory obligations within 
the LLB area, including obligations in respect of Te Tiriti o Waitangi arising under 
the Local Government Act 2002, RMA, and any other relevant enactment. 

59. In addition to the primary function of achieving this purpose, the other functions of the LLB 
are to: 

a. gather and disseminate information and hold meetings for the purpose of identifying 
existing and any new issues that affect the LLB area; 

b. develop policies and strategies to: 
i. address any significant issues relevant to the purpose of the LLB that are 

identified within the LLB area; 
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ii. assist in achieving the purpose of the LLB; 
c. monitor, evaluate, and review those policies and strategies; 
d. promote the integrated and co-ordinated management of the natural and physical 

resources of the LLB area; 
e. provide information to assist with the preparation of the regional policy statement, 

any regional plans, the district plan, annual plan, and any long-term plan of the 
Council, to the extent that those instruments are relevant to the LLB area; 

f. provide advice to the Council on applications for resource consents, designations, 
heritage orders, and water conservation orders within the LLB area and in relation 
to the transfer or delegation of powers that are relevant to the LLB area; 

g. monitor the extent to which the purpose of the LLB is being achieved; and 

h. take any other agreed action that is relevant to achieving the purpose of the LLB. 
60. While the LLB may provide advice on applications for resource consents within the LLB 

area, as set out at paragraph 59(f), there is no requirement for the consent authority to 
seek this advice. Accordingly, this is not a procedural requirement either you or the panel 
convener must comply with under section 16/clause 5 Schedule 3 of the Act. 

61. Notwithstanding this, we have identified the LLB as a relevant Treaty settlement entity for 
this application and you have invited them to comment. Should you accept this application 
for referral, and a substantive application is lodged, then under section 53(2)(c) of the Act 
the panel must direct the EPA to invite written comments on the application from relevant 
Treaty settlement entities, including the LLB.  

Conservation protocols 

62. The Rongowhakaata and Ngai Tāmanuhiri settlements provide for a conservation protocol, 
setting out how the Department of Conservation and the relevant PSGE will interact on 
matters specified in the protocol. While both protocols include sections on ‘species 
management’ and ‘freshwater fisheries’, they do not include any specific obligations to 
consult with the PSGEs on the types of approvals being sought by the applicant under the 
Wildlife Act 1953 and Freshwater Fisheries Regulations 1983. In addition, the protocols 
only apply to those parts of the project area within the respective areas of interest of 
Rongowhakaata and Ngai Tāmanuhiri, which exclude that part of the project area where 
the proposed dam, reservoir, and intake would be developed. 

63. Finally, we note that iwi and hapū are likely to have cultural associations with ancestral 
lands, water, sites, wāhi tapu, and other taonga beyond what is specifically identified in a 
Treaty settlement or other arrangements. Local tangata whenua and their representatives 
would be best placed to advise on such matters in the first instance. 

Customary Marine Title/Protected Customary Rights 
64. As noted above, the project area is not within a customary marine title area, protected 

customary rights area, or within or adjacent to ngā rohe moana o ngā hapū o Ngāti Porou. 

Taiāpure-local fisheries/mātaitai reserves/areas subject to bylaws or regulations made 
under Part 9 of the Fisheries Act 1996 
65. As noted above, the project area does not include a taiāpure-local fishery, mātaitai reserve, 

or area subject to bylaws or regulations made under Part 9 of the Fisheries Act 1996. 



 

 

Section 18 Report – Application FTAA-2605-1237 Pouarua Water Storage Scheme 12 

 

66. However, under the Fisheries (Kaimoana Customary Fishing) Regulations 1998, the 
Fisheries (Kaimoana Customary Fishing) Notice (No. 3) 2011 (No. F584) established the 
customary food gathering area/rohe moana of Ngai Tāmanuhiri in the coastal area at the 
mouth of the Waipaoa River, downstream of the project area. The regulations and notice 
provide for Ngai Tāmanuhiri to take fisheries resources and manage customary fishing 
anywhere in the rohe moana.  

67. Should this application be accepted for referral, a panel may wish to consider whether the 
substantive application would affect the exercise of customary fishing within the rohe 
moana of Ngai Tāmanuhiri. Tangata whenua are likely best placed to advise the panel on 
this matter. 

Mana Whakahono ā Rohe/Joint management agreement 
68. As noted above, we have not identified any Mana Whakahono ā Rohe or joint management 

agreements that are relevant to the project area. 

Summary of comments received and advice  

Comments from invited Māori groups  
69. Pursuant to section 17(1)(d) and (e) of the Act, on 23 June 2026 you invited written 

comments from the Māori groups identified above in paragraphs 19-36, and the owners of 
Māori land in the project area, from a list we previously provided you. These groups were 
provided with access to the application material and had 15 working days from receipt of 
the copy of the application to respond. 

70. You received comments on the application from Te Tumu Paeroa – Office of the Māori 
Trustee, as responsible trustee of Repongaere 4H3, a Māori freehold land block within the 
project area. The Māori Trustee agrees to the project applying for referral under the Act 
but does not have sufficient information at this time to determine whether it would be in the 
best interests of the 141 beneficial owners of Repongaere 4H3 for the project to proceed 
on their land. The Māori Trustee looks forward to reviewing the detailed plans, reports, and 
proposed conditions that will accompany a substantive application.  

71. We have provided a copy of these comments at Attachment 7. 

Consultation with departments  
72. In preparing this report, we are required to consult relevant departments. We sought advice 

from Te Puni Kōkiri and Te Tari Whakatau regarding the relevant Māori groups and have 
incorporated their views into this report. 

Advice on whether it may be more appropriate to deal with the proposed approvals 
under another Act/s 
73. Under section 18(2)(m), this report must include our advice on whether, due to any of the 

matters identified in section 18, it may be more appropriate to deal with the matters that 
would be authorised by the proposed approvals under another Act or Acts. 

74. We do not consider there are any matters raised in this report which make it more 
appropriate for the proposed approvals to be authorised under another Act or Acts. 
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(ii) The relevant principles and provisions in those 
Mana Whakahono ā Rohe and joint management 
agreements. 

18(2)(k) Any other Māori groups with relevant interests. 35-36 

18(2)(l) A summary of—  

(i) comments received by the Minister after inviting 
comments from Māori groups under section 
17(1)(d) and (e);   

(ii) any further information received by the Minister 
from those groups 

69-71  

18(2)(m) The responsible agency’s advice on whether, due to any of the 
matters identified in this section, it may be more appropriate to 
deal with the matters that would be authorised by the proposed 
approvals under another Act or Acts. 

73-74  

18(3) In preparing the report required by this section, the responsible 
agency must consult relevant departments. 

72  

18(4) The responsible agency must provide the report to the Minister 
not later than 20 working days after the date for providing 
comments under section 17(6). 

N/A 

18(5) However, if the Minister requests further information about a 
referral application under section 20, the time period specified in 
subsection (4) ceases to run for the period of time specified in 
the request. 

N/A 
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Attachment 2: Project location map 

Map showing proposed dam, reservoir, and river intake 
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Map showing extent of proposed piped distribution 
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Attachment 4: Rongowhakaata statutory acknowledgement provisions – 
Waipaoa River and coastal marine area  

Statutory acknowledgement provisions (Rongowhakaata Claims Settlement Act 2012) 
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Deed plan for Waipaoa River statutory area (attachments schedule to deed of 
settlement) 
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Deed plan for coastal marine area statutory area (attachments schedule to deed of 
settlement) 
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Excerpts from statements of association (documents schedule to deed of settlement) 

 

 
… 
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Attachment 5: Ngai Tāmanuhiri statutory acknowledgement provisions – 
Waipaoa River and coastal marine area  

Deed plan for Waipaoa River statutory area (attachments schedule to deed of 
settlement) 
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Deed plan for coastal marine area statutory area (attachments schedule to deed of 
settlement) 
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Excerpts from statements of association (documents schedule to deed of settlement) 
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Attachment 6: Deed plan for Te Maungārongo-o-Te-Kooti Rikirangi Recreation 
Reserve 
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Attachment 7: Comments received from invited Māori groups  

 




