
Hi Hugh. 
 
Following our discussion re preparing for your convenor event tomorrow. 
 

• Green Steel via its proposed conditions is proposing – at some time in future after consent is 
granted – to undertake pumping tests and technical work and analysis to provide information 
for an effects assessment that will be submitted to WRC in a management plan for WRC 
technical certification. 

 
• If this approach is acceptable when considering approvals relating to the RMA 1991 under the 

FTAA – I note that this approach is not typical at WRC for larger groundwater takes and does not 
line up with Anna’s advice re Taharoa and Mark B’s follow up summary comment that a 
management plan cannot be used to defer assessment of the effects of an activity – then it is 
important to ensure that the scope and nature of conditions to this end are on point.  As I noted 
at our 19 August meeting with Craig Shearer and Craig Innskeep, I think the relevant conditions 
need to refer to an interference risk assessment, stream depletion assessment, etc. and could 
perhaps be clearer that groundwater must not be taken prior to technical certification. 
 

• Looking at Nicki Wilson’s July comments to inform our s46 completeness response might be 
helpful for your prep. 
Re_ Green Steel Fast-track Application - EPA Compl... 

 
• I note that interference and depletion are ‘near field’ matters.  In a ‘far field’ context a la the 

Waikato River main stem catchments – the subject groundwater resources that would be 
tapped are hydraulically connected to the rive via interception processes – there are current no 
allocation pressures. 
 

Hopefully this is helpful, let me know if you have any queries, etc. 
 
Cheers 
Cameron 

https://discover.wairc.govt.nz/otcs/llisapi.dll?func=ll&objId=32739165&objAction=viewheader

