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21 January 2026.1 There will, however, be very high effects on the 

visitor experience in the Kiwi Flat area during the construction period 

(as set out in my technical report). 

(b) The Xyst Peer Review, at paragraph 79, finds ‘moderate’ scale effects 

on recreation values in the Upper Waitaha Valley when maintenance 

activities are underway, but low effects the remainder of the time. I 

agree with this finding, but note that maintenance activities will be very 

infrequent above Kiwi Flat, and relate to three weather stations at three 

huts and at the bottom end of the Waitaha Gorge. The latter is not near 

the access route, although a helicopter accessing it would be an 

obvious intrusion – as would helicopter access for any recreation 

activity. I retain my contention that a small weather station in the vicinity 

of a hut is a quite minor issue. Considering the low level of 

maintenance required I maintain my assessment of a low level of effect 

on recreation values above Kiwi Flat, with no effect on recreation 

opportunity. 

3. I clarified my response to the DOC Report in my comments of 21 January 

2026 relating to my assessment of effects for Scheme infrastructure in the 

lower Valley. The Peer Review revisits this issue at paragraph 80. Please 

refer to paragraphs 22 to 24 in my 21 January 2026 response, and  I note 

that the peer review agrees with my assessment of low-moderate effects for 

transmission infrastructure, and the option of re-routing the access track. 

Rob Greenaway 

 
1 Attachment-15-Statement-Mason-Jackson Redacted.pdf, at para 5.34, and Attachment-9-Statement-Rodger-
Griffiths Redacted.pdf, at para 11. 




