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This document contains 
a summary of the design 
proposal for UoA Student 
Centre and Library.

The Student Centre and Library will deliver 
a contemporary, world-class facility that 
integrates the library, spaces for student 
associations and clubs, teaching and learning 
spaces, student support services and food 
and beverage offerings. Complementing the 
building will be an expanded redeveloped 
quad, expanding the current outdoor area to 
create a high-quality, large-scale public space. 

1.0	 Overview 
	 Introduction 
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Revitalise retail and hospitality 
offerings

The new Student Centre and Library will significantly 
upgrade retail and food services across the precinct to 
meet the diverse needs of students and enhance campus 
vibrancy. 

Provide flexible, inclusive spaces

The development will incorporate bookable, multi-use 
spaces that accommodate a range of student groups, 
clubs, and support services, promoting inclusivity and 
engagement.

Activate public realm and 
streetscapes

The project will integrate food and beverage outlets — 
including the student bar — to activate adjacent streets 
and open spaces, encouraging social interaction and 
community building.

Support sustainable transport

The new Student Centre and Library will provide secure 
end-of-trip facilities, including bike storage and showers, 
to encourage active and sustainable commuting options.

1.0	 Overview 
	 Key Project Outcomes 
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Commercial Bay - Te Toki i te Rangi, Precinct Properties, Architects: WAMHiwa, Waipapa Taumata Rau - University of Auckland, Architects: WAM

01 
Sense of open invitation

02 
Porous Ground Plane

A great student centre should be immediately welcoming 
and accessible to all students, with clear entries, intuitive 
wayfinding, and spaces that feel open and safe. Inclusive 
design principles should be embedded throughout, 
ensuring accessibility for people of all abilities, cultural 
backgrounds, and identities. The centre should 
foster a sense of belonging and provide a comfortable 
environment for both individual use and group activity.

A porous ground plane is critical to creating a student 
centre that feels open, accessible, and integrated with 
its surroundings. Multiple entry points, clear circulation 
routes, and visual connections between interior and 
exterior spaces encourage natural movement through 
the building, making it intuitive for students and visitors 
to navigate. Transparent façades, active retail frontages, 
and direct connections to streets, pathways, and campus 
nodes increase engagement, support retail viability, and 
enhance the vibrancy of the ground floor. By promoting 
permeability and interaction, a porous ground plane 
transforms the student centre into an inviting, lively 
hub that seamlessly connects indoor activities with the 
broader campus environment.

What makes a great student 
centre?
A high-quality student centre is more than just a building; it 
is the social and functional heart of a university campus. It 
should support learning, wellbeing, and community, while 
being flexible, engaging, and responsive to student needs. 
The following six principles define the key qualities that 
make a student centre successful and well-used.

3.0	 Design Proposal  
	 Experiential Strategies 
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This approach explores the 
potential of a memorable 
and sculptural internal 
space - a true destination 
on campus. 
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Commercial Bay - Te Toki i te Rangi, Precinct Properties, Architects: WAMHiwa, Waipapa Taumata Rau - University of Auckland, Architects: WAMWynyard Quarter Innovation Precinct, Precinct Properties Architects: WAM Te Whare o Rehua Sarjeant Gallery, Whanganui District Council,Architects:WAM

05 
Flexible and Adaptable 
Frontages

06 
Identity and Story

Buildings that express purpose, history, or cultural 
narratives enrich the public space experience. Materiality, 
architectural features, and interpretive elements 
communicate character and meaning, making the space 
memorable and emotionally engaging.

04 
Strong connections to context

Buildings should integrate seamlessly with streets, 
pathways, and the broader urban or campus 
environment. Clear circulation, multiple entrances, and 
sightlines link interior and exterior spaces, enhancing 
accessibility and making the public space feel connected 
and coherent

03 
Shade and Shelter

Façade articulation, setbacks, terraces, and canopies 
create variety and interest, providing visual cues 
and spaces for interaction. Thoughtful articulation 
encourages movement, creates micro-spaces for social 
engagement, and strengthens the identity of the public 
space.

Buildings should accommodate diverse uses at the edges 
of public spaces, such as cafés, retail, pop-up markets, 
or cultural displays. Flexible frontages allow the space 
to adapt over time, activating it throughout the day and 
supporting multiple types of activity.

3.0	 Design Proposal  
	 Experiential Strategies 
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5.0	 Landscape 
	 Model Views

Aerial view from the south west Aerial view into the plaza from the north west






