






vantage point of the roads/ highways. The application proposes to have more than significant adverse 
effects on the outstanding natural landscape of Mt. Iron. 

The development would not promote the sustainable management of natural and physical 
resources (as defined in Section 5 of the Resource Management Act 1991) and would have 
significant adverse effects on the outstanding natural landscape, visual amenity of Mt Iron and 
rural character of the existing neighbourhood. What Mt Iron Junction proposes to do is turn the 
base of Mt Iron into an industrialized hellscape. 

Approving Mt Iron Junction would contradict earlier findings by Independent Commissioners that the 
landscape requires protection. In 2025, they found that the proposed site for a McDonalds restaurant 
at 237 Wanaka-Luggate Highway would have a substantial adverse impact on the visual and aesthetic 
values of this sensitive location. Mt Iron Junction’s proposal is arguably worse, and a larger-scale 
commercial development with greater impacts cannot logically be acceptable. Mt Iron Junction 
represents a larger and more permanent urbanisation and would have a more substantial and 
irreversible impact. We ask that the Panel acknowledges the McDonald’s decision as a precedent. 

I will add that Mt Iron is a fire risk and particularly vulnerable below the south cliffs, laden with 
Kanuka. Should the south face become ablaze there would be strong likelihood of rockfall and fire 
spreading up the entire face. 

 

We and much of the local Wanaka community are passionate about protecting effects on public 
enjoyment of the area. Resounding community feedback on social media posts, including ODT’s news 
articles is that the area is a natural, magnificent and major gateway to Wanaka and should retain its 
present status as essentially rural in character with low level housing density, and low-level 
commercial use. Cheap mass accommodation has degraded the gateway to Queenstown. Wanaka 
has the opportunity to learn from this and retain the natural beauty of Mt Iron. Any buildings on the site 
should not exceed the height of any buildings in the existing area and neighbourhood. QLDC has done 
a reasonable job of protecting Mt Iron under the current District Plan, and in our opinion should be 
adhered to.  

 

There are no identifiable new benefits to the Wanaka community that aren’t already being met 
elsewhere. Any benefits will be specific to the owners of the relevant property, that will likely end up as 
Airbnb listings, like the Riverside Residences development. 10 childcare centres exist within 4km 
radius of the site, two of those centres are located within 1.5km and a further one that is under 
construction 1km away on Grace Wright Drive. We don’t need these by the roundabout and Mt Iron. 

 

The area is a sensitive area due to school traffic, as well as regular workday traffic. Proposing to 
introduce 263 houses that should each have space for 2-3 cars will mean 526-789 cars parked on the 
site before we account for visitors. Has sufficient parking allocation been factored into the design? Or 
will this be like the Riverside Residences development next to 4 Square in Albert Town, where overflow 
parking consumes street parking on the adjacent road. On behalf of the community, we are 
concerned that adding this volume of daily vehicle movements through the intersection, not to 
mention even more vehicle movements from the proposed commercial spaces, will result in 





Following is evidence of the community’s general feeling and consensus that the Mt Iron Junction 
development does not fit at Mt Iron. 

Link to ODT news article: A major housing development seeking... - Otago Daily Times | Facebook 
screenshot below with comments also provided from that article and a separate discussion post on 
the local Wanaka Community Discussion page that linked the article. 

 



While some 35 people have “liked” the article, we can see that the majority of 51 people have reacted 
as shocked, sad, laughing or angry about the news. 



  







 

 





 



 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Comments end. 




