
 

 

 

Tēnā koe Bal 

Re: Request for Further Information under the Fast track Approvals Act 2024 

On 24 July 2026, the Department of Conservation (DOC) received a request for further information 

from the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) in relation to the Hananui Aquaculture Project in 

accordance with section 67 of the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (the Act / FTAA). 

This letter provides a response to the further information requested. 

Request 

Given the fulsome nature of the Applicant’s response, the Panel wishes to ensure that any matters 

that the Director-General wishes to raise are before the Panel. [...] Any response from the Director-

General should be provided by 4pm, Wednesday 29 July 2026. 

Response 

DOC appreciates the opportunity to provide further comment. While the comments made in earlier 

submissions remain relevant, DOC wishes to clarify a small number of matters arising from the 

Applicant’s Response to Comments on Draft Conditions dated 23 July 2026. 

DOC has made its position clear regarding management plan certification for the Shark Management 

Plan (SMP) and Seabird Management Plan (SBMP) a number of times throughout the process for 

this application, including through the section 51 report, section 53 comments and more recent 

responses to the Panel. This view has not changed. 

DOC would like to emphasise that the rationale for requested dual certification does not include 

either of the following factors attributed to DOC in the Applicant’s response (paragraphs 15 to 18), as 

follows: 

• [that DOC] “does not consider Environment Southland to be competent to certify the 

management plans”, or 

• [that DOC] “wishes to retain the ability to argue that the plans should address matters other 

than those set out in conditions”. 

DOC maintains that under the Fast-track regime, the relevant management plans serve different 

functions under the Wildlife Act 1953 (WA) and the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA). While 

the Applicant’s response acknowledged this, it does not address the specific differences between the 

two regimes. DOC would like to reiterate this distinction. Under the RMA, the management plans are 

directed at avoiding, remedying, or mitigating adverse effects on species and habitats arising from 

the proposed structures. Under the WA, the management plans address the activities relating to the 
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