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4. that remediation plans be developed and costed before approval is granted 
and that these inform bonding and insurance consent conditions;  
 

5. that reversibility is adequately addressed; 
 

6. that fit for purpose baseline data be developed on the Bendigo, Ardgour and 
LARA aquifers; 
 

7. that calibrated proven modelling be employed on all models and that data 
employed be of sufficient time period to enable seasonal variations; and 
 

8. that climate change modelling over the life of the project is conducted on all 
models. 

Once again we thank the Panel for its hard-work and professionalism in conducting 
this process.  
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throughout the entire application, but also in regards to the frequency of use in the 
Water Management Plan alone. This leaves a lot of risk mitigation ‘up in the air’. 

3. Section 296(4) of the NBEA requires that the consenting authority needs to be 
satisfied on risk and uncertainty across a number of areas. Of note (d) is particularly 
cogent - any effects that might arise can be remedied before they become 
irreversible. 

This ‘bottom line’ of Section 296 on irreversibility has not been covered at all in the 
Water Management Plan.  Permanent aquifer contamination is a most grave 
potential outcome one that is highly suggestive of meeting any irreversible threshold. 

 

 

 




