
IN THE MATTER of the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (“FTAA”) 

AND 

IN THE MATTER of an application for approvals (Notice of Requirement to Alter 

Designation 3900: Auckland Prison in the Auckland Unitary 

Plan, Resource Consent and Outline Plan Waiver) by 

Department of Corrections on behalf of the Minister of 

Corrections - Project FTAA-2603-1179 (Auckland Prison 

Capacity Increase) 

UPPER HARBOUR LOCAL BOARD RESPONSE TO INVITATION TO 

COMMENT

The Panel have also directly invited comments under s53(2) of the FTAA from the 
following: 

a. Upper Harbour Local Board and Paremoremo Residents and Ratepayers
Presentation

In correspondence it has been confirmed that this is provided in response to the 
invitation to comment from the Panel.  

This contains the following: 

1. Minutes confirming Local Board resolution on their views on the Proposed Notice
of Requirement to alter Designation 3900.

2. Letter referred to in sub point b of resolution dated 26.02.26 setting out Local
Board opposition.

3. Paremoremo Ratepayers and Residents Association (PRRA) presentation of
survey results regarding the proposed Auckland Prison expansion referred to in
sub point n of the resolution.
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11.8 Local Board Views on a Fast Track Approvals Act notice of requirement to 
alter Designation 3900 Auckland Prison from the Ministry of Corrections in 
the Auckland Unitary Plan (Operative in Part) 

Minutes 

The Senior Policy Planner, Jo Hart, and the Principal Project Lead, Joe Wilson, 
were in attendance to support the item. 

The Community Response to Auckland Expansion Survey Results presentation by 
the Paremoremo Ratepayers and Residents Association was tabled by the 
Chairperson Anna Atkinson. A copy is available with the meeting materials. 

The Upper Harbour Local Board memo , dated 26 February 2026, in opposition to 
the proposed expansion of Auckland Prison and requirement for public notification 
was tabled by the Chairperson Anna Atkinson. A copy is available with the meeting 
materials. 
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vii. investigate transport solutions to reduce transport congestion,
including a comprehensive operational staff visitor shuttle
network, or work with Auckland Transport to put in a public bus
network.

CARRIED 

 

 

 

Minutes 
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26th February 2026 
 
 
 
Re: Opposition to Proposed Expansion of Auckland Prison and Requirement for Public Notification 
 
The Upper Harbour Local Board does not support the proposed expansion of Auckland Prison.  
 
The potential scale and long-term impacts of further prison development is not consistent with the 
infrastructure of the location.  Paremoremo is a small, semi-rural village with a distinctive character, 
and further expansion of the prison will directly affect local amenities, perceptions of safety, traffic 
volumes, and community wellbeing. 
 
We consider that this proposal requires full transparency and genuine community participation.  
 
The Upper Harbour Local Board has significant concerns around roading, infrastructure and changes 
to the designation of the prison village. 

 The surrounding road network is insufficient to accommodate additional traffic.  The 
intersection at the bottom of The Avenue already experiences regular congestion, safety 
issues, and delays during peak times—problems that will only be exacerbated by expansion. 

 The road access from the other side (Brookdale Road) is subject to regular slips and has 
many blind corners.  Extra traffic here will add to existing concerns. 

 There are already wastewater infrastructure constraints and issues within the existing 
prison.  Any increase in demand raises serious questions about system capacity, required 
upgrades, and associated environmental effects. 

 We are concerned about any changes to the designations that currently apply to the 
property the prison owns on the other side of Paremoremo Road (The Village).  Residents 
are currently assured that no one with links to the prison can live in ‘The Village’ and seek to 
have this designation remain. 

 
The cumulative environmental and infrastructure impacts of large-scale construction and intensified 
activity at the site must be carefully assessed before any decisions are made. 
 
We also highlight that Auckland Prison’s stated policy of housing inmates close to their home 
communities does not apply in Paremoremo, as no inmates have Paremoremo as their home 
community.  This rationale therefore cannot be used to justify expansion. 
 
Of further concern is the commitment previously made by government ministers that the prison 
would not be expanded following its last major development.  Considering further expansion, 
particularly through a fast-track process, would contradict those assurances and undermine public 
trust. 
 
The fast-track consenting pathway is not appropriate for a development of this scale and 
significance.  It limits public input, compresses assessment timeframes, and restricts the careful 
consideration required for decisions that will affect Paremoremo for decades. 
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For these reasons, the Upper Harbour Local Board does not support any expansion of Auckland 
Prison.  If expansion is nevertheless considered, it must be processed through the full, publicly 
notified RMA process. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anna Atkinson    Sylvia Yang   Kyle Parker 
Chairperson    Deputy Chairperson  Local Board Member 
Upper Harbour Local Board  Upper Harbour Local Board Upper Harbour Local Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Uzra Casuri Balouch   Selena Wong   Rebecca Huang 
Local Board Member   Local Board Member   Local Board Member 
Upper Harbour Local Board  Upper Harbour Local Board Upper Harbour Local Board 
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