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Dear Shalini, 

PRELIMINARY SITE INVESTIGATION - BELMONT QUARRY - OVERBURDEN SOURCE AREA 

1.0 Introduction  

Winstone Aggregates Limited (Winstone; the client) owns and operates Belmont Quarry in Lower Hutt, 
Wellington.  The quarry’s current Overburden Disposal Area (OBDA) will shortly reach overburden 
placement capacity.  Therefore, a new OBDA is proposed immediately north of the quarry.  The proposed 
OBDA will be constructed across 10 stages and will accommodate approximately 2.8 million m3 of 
overburden including topsoil, subsoil, weathered greywackes and process and pond fines over a 35-year 
period.   

Pattle Delamore Partners Limited (PDP) has been engaged by Winstone to undertake a Preliminary Site 
Investigation (PSI) for the overburden source area located at Belmont Quarry.  The PSI has been produced 
in support of Winstone’s substantive aspect of the Belmont Quarry Development Fast-Track Approval 
Application (FAA). 

This report should be read in conjunction with the Preliminary/Detailed Site Investigation for the Belmont 
Quarry Proposed Overburden Disposal Area (PDP, 2026), which relates to the proposed overburden 
disposal area assessed as part of the wider project. 

This PSI has been undertaken at the direction of and supervised by a Suitably Qualified and Experienced 
Practitioner (SQEP) for Contaminated Land and has been undertaken in accordance with the Ministry for 
the Environment (MfE) Contaminated Land Management Guidelines No. 1 – Guidelines for Reporting on 
Contaminated Sites in New Zealand (MfE, 2021).  A certifying statement to this effect is provided in 
Appendix A.  



2  

W I N S T O N E  A G G R E G A T E S  L I M I T E D  -  P R E L I M I N A R Y  S I T E  I N V E S T I G A T I O N  -  B E L M O N T  Q U A R R Y  -  O V E R B U R D E N

S O U R C E  A R E A  

A035680020L002_Final_Clean.docx, 03/08/2026 

2.0 Objectives and Scope 

The objectives of the PSI are to: 

• Determine whether any Hazardous and Industrial List (HAIL)1 or other potentially contaminating
activities, either from historical or current activities, have been undertaken within the
Belmont Quarry overburden source area.

• Conduct a preliminary assessment of the potential contaminated land risks of any identified HAIL
activities.

• Assess the requirements/likelihood for potential consents in relation to the Resource
Management (National Environmental Standard for Assessing and Managing Contaminants in Soil
to Protect Human Health) Regulations 2011 (NESCS) and the contaminated land rules within the
Greater Wellington Regional Council’s (GWRC’s) Natural Resources Plan (NRP).

• Provide recommendations of further investigations, if required.

The scope of work included: 

• Obtaining and reviewing a selection of publicly available historical aerial imagery of the site.

• Viewing property files held by Hutt City Council (HCC).

• Reviewing GWRC Selected Land Use Register (SLUR) and obtaining any relevant environmental
information held by the council.

• Reviewing site photographs provided by the client.

• Reviewing publicly available geological and hydrogeological information for the site.

• Preparation of this report.

3.0 Property Description and Background 

Belmont Quarry is located at 541 Hebden Crescent, Belmont, Wellington.  The investigation is limited to an 
approximate 10.6 ha, irregularly shaped area extending across part of two parcels of land legally described 
as LOT 1 DP 60552 WN31B/39 and PT LOT 1 DP 22561 BLKK IX BELMONT SD, herein referred to as the site.  
A plan of the site is outlined in Figure 1, (Appendix B).   

The site is zoned as ‘Extraction’ under the HCC District Plan. 

Land use surrounding the site is as follows:  

• North: Dense bush within Belmont Regional Park.

• East: Dense bush within Belmont Regional Park, with State Highway 2 (Western Hutt Road) and
the Hutt River beyond.  To the southeast is the Firth Masonry.

• South: Belmont Quarry with State Highway 2 (Western Hutt Road) beyond.

• West: Belmont Quarry with bush and residential properties beyond.

1 The Hazardous Activities and Industries List (HAIL) is a compilation of activities and industries that are 
considered likely to cause land contamination resulting from hazardous substance use, storage or disposal.  The 
HAIL is intended to identify most situations in New Zealand where hazardous substances could cause, and in 
many cases have caused, land contamination. 
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ground 40,000 L diesel storage tank.  The UST is depicted in an additional hand drawn site plan, 
dated August 1991, confirming its location near the office and main office block, which are 
situated to the southeast of the overall property, adjacent to State Highway 2 (Western Hutt 
Road) (i.e. outside the overburden source area).    

5.3 Greater Wellington Regional Council Historical Information  

The GWRC maintains a SLUR of properties that it knows to be either contaminated, or to have a past use 
or industry with a greater potential for contamination.   

A review of the GWRC website confirmed that the site falls within the SLUR delineation for the overall 
property (LOT 1 DP 60552), which is currently listed under the HAIL category: 

• Mineral extraction, refining and reprocessing, storage and use - Mining industries (excluding 
gravel extraction) including exposure of faces or release of groundwater containing hazardous 
contaminants, or the storage of hazardous wastes including waste dumps or dam tailings; and 

• Chemical manufacture, application and bulk storage - Storage tanks or drums for fuel, chemicals 
or liquid waste. 

The file notes identify the HAIL area as pertaining to Winstone Aggregates Belmont Quarry. 

The file note also states “that there is evidence of hydrocarbon contamination surrounding fuel drums from 
photos on file.  Old machinery and other waste is stored at the quarry, along with one large underground 
storage tank (containing hydrocarbons) and smaller containers of acetylene and LPG”.  

Information provided by GWRC (URS, 2010) shows that the UST used for storing diesel has been removed 
from the property and replaced with an aboveground storage tank (AST).  The associated figure shows that 
the UST and diesel AST were located adjacent to the quarry office and outside the site boundary for the 
overburden source area.  The report states that all analytical results for samples representative of soil 
remaining on the site (as defined in the report) comply with the corresponding Oil Industry Guidelines Soil 
Tier 1 Soil Acceptance Criteria for commercial/industrial land use.   

5.4 Client Provided Information  

A draft geotechnical appraisal report provided by the client (Baseline Geotechnical, 2025), refers to the soil 
lithology identified at locations within the site.  The material in the northeastern corner of the site is stated 
to have been gravel rich colluvium, supported by a buttress of unweathered rock.  To the southeast of this 
area, the soil lithology is referred to as silt and gravel rich colluvium, and highly weathered greywacke rock 
respectively.  The area further to the southeast has been identified as variably weathered greywacke.   

Communications with the Belmont Quarry Manager identified the miscellaneous items observed through 
the historical aerial images onsite as being spare culvert pipe, boulders, spare parts comprised of steel and 
tyres.  It was also communicated that no storage of chemicals or petroleum related products had occurred 
on the site.  Belmont Quarry also provided current aerial photographs (Photographs 28 and 29) of the site 
which show no significant changes since the 2025 historical aerial photograph (Photograph 27).    

6.0 Summary of Site History 

A review of historical information and information provided by the client indicates that the site comprised 
farmland with varying bush density between the earliest available image in 1942 and 1984.  The site was 
developed into a quarry area between 1984 and 1995.  Within the northern area of the quarry 
miscellaneous items and equipment appear to be present, in addition to a small temporary building 
structure which was present at the site between circa 1995 and 2009.  
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The northern area of the site comprised of areas where miscellaneous items, and equipment were 
situated across the central and northern areas of the site, in different quantities and locations between 
the years of 1995 and present day.  Communications with the Belmont Quarry Manager identified the 
miscellaneous items observed in the historical aerial photographs as spare parts, mainly comprised of 
steel, tyres, boulders and spare culvert pipe.  

A small quantity of tyres are located in the northern area of the site and have been observed in historical 
aerial photographs since 2013.  

Significant expansion of the quarry area to the east of the site takes place in 2021 with further quarrying 
activities occurring between 2021 and the last available aerial photograph in 2025.   

The site is listed on the GWRC SLUR.  The presence of a truck stop facility and the associated former UST, 
current AST, and containers of acetylene and LPG referenced in the GWRC SLUR, are relevant only to the 
southern portion of the property, which is outside of the site boundary and spatially separate to the 
overburden source area.  Additionally, no tanks or drums for fuel, chemicals or liquid waste was reported 
or observed to have been stored on the site. 

7.0 Site Characterisation 

The wider Belmont Quarry property is listed on GWRC’s SLUR for mining extraction (quarrying activities) 
and the bulk storage of drums for fuel, chemicals or liquid waste.   

However, rock quarrying for aggregate or building stone, such as Belmont Quarry, is an activity that is 
excluded from the MfE HAIL list as it is considered that the likelihood of soil contamination from gravel or 
rock materials is considered low.   

The review of historical information also indicates that the bulk storage of drums for fuel, chemicals or 
liquid waste were located within isolated areas within Belmont Quarry and situated toward the centre of 
the property, outside of the site boundary and spatially separate to  the overburden source area.  
Communication with the Site Manager for Winstone Aggregates confirmed that no chemical or fuel 
storage has been undertaken at the site. 

A review of the available information indicates that no HAIL activities have occurred on the site.   

8.0 Regulatory Considerations 

The NESCS seeks to control activities on contaminated land so as to protect human health.  The regulations 
apply to a “piece of land” which is described by one of the following (regulation 5(7)):  

(a) an activity or industry described in the HAIL is being undertaken on it. 

(b) an activity or industry described in the HAIL has been undertaken on it. 

(c) it is more likely than not that an activity or industry described in the HAIL is being or has been 
undertaken on it. 

The review of historical information and analytical results indicates that it is unlikely that an activity which 
falls within the MfE’s Hazardous Activities and Industries List has been undertaken on the site.  It is 
therefore not considered “a piece of land” as described in regulation 5(7) of the NESCS, and therefore 
these regulations do not apply to the proposed change in land use. 

Therefore, it is also considered that contaminated land Rules R81 – R83 of GWRC’s NRP do not apply. 
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9.0 Conclusions 

PDP has been engaged by Winstone (the client) to undertake a PSI for the overburden source area located 
at Belmont Quarry, to support Winstone’s substantive aspect of the Belmont Quarry Development FAA. 

Key findings of this investigation are summarised as follows: 

• The site has been developed from farmland to an expansion of Belmont Quarry between 1984 and 
1995.

• Minor amounts of materials and quarry related items, were temporarily stored in various locations 
at the site between 1995 and present day.

• The presence of a truck stop facility and the associated former UST, current AST, and containers of 
acetylene and LPG that were referenced in the GWRC SLUR, are relevant only to the southern 
portion of the property, which is outside of the site boundary and spatially separate to the 
overburden source area.

• Rock quarrying for aggregate or building stone, such as Belmont Quarry, is an activity that is 
excluded from the MfE HAIL list as it is considered that the likelihood of soil contamination from 
gravel or rock materials is considered low.  The review of historical information also indicates that 
the bulk storage of drums for fuel, chemicals or liquid waste were within isolated areas within 
Belmont Quarry and situated toward the centre of the overall property, outside of the site 
boundary and spatially separate to the overburden source area.

• Therefore, based on the scope of the PSI it is more likely than not that no HAIL activities have been 
undertaken across the overburden source area.  It is therefore considered that the NESCS and the 
contaminated land rules in GWRC’s NRP do not apply.

10.0 References 
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11.0 Limitations 

This report has been prepared by Pattle Delamore Partners Limited (PDP) on the basis of information 
provided by Winstone Aggregates Limited and others not directly contracted by PDP for the work, 
including Hutt City Council, Greater Wellington Regional Council and Retrolens.  PDP has not 
independently verified the provided information and has relied upon it being accurate and sufficient for 
use by PDP in preparing the report.  PDP accepts no responsibility for errors or omissions in, or the 
currency or sufficiency of, the provided information.   
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This report has been prepared by PDP on the specific instructions of Winstone Aggregates Limited a 
division of Fletcher Concrete and Infrastructure Ltd for the limited purposes described in the report.  PDP 
acknowledges that this report may be used and relied upon by the expert panel appointed under the Fast-
track Approvals Act 2024.  PDP accepts no liability if the report is used for a different purpose or if it is 
used or relied on by any other person.  Any such use or reliance will be solely at their own risk.  This report 
has been prepared in accordance with the Environment Court’s Code of Conduct for Expert Witnesses, 
contained in the Environment Court’s Practice Note 2023.  The authors of this report agree to comply with 
the Code of Conduct, and confirm that unless otherwise stated, the issues addressed in this report are 
within the area of expertise of the authors.  No material facts have been omitted that might alter or 
detracted from the opinions expressed in this report.© 2026 Pattle Delamore Partners Limited 

Yours faithfully 

PATTLE DELAMORE PARTNERS LIMITED 

Prepared by Reviewed by 

Bailey Johnson Melody Robyns 

Environmental Scientist Service Leader – Contaminated Land 

Approved by 

Hamish Wilson 

Technical Director – Contaminated Land 
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Appendix A:  Certifying Statement 

I, Hamish Wilson, of Pattle Delamore Partners certify that this preliminary site investigation meets the 
requirements of the Resource Management (National Environmental Standard for Assessing and 
Managing Contaminants in Soil to Protect Human Health) Regulations 2011 (the NESCS) because it has 
been:  

a. Completed by a suitably qualified and experienced practitioner;

b. Reported on in accordance with the current edition of Contaminated land management guidelines
No. 1 – Reporting on contaminated sites in New Zealand; and

c. Certified by a suitably qualified and experienced practitioner.

Evidence of the qualifications and experience of the suitably qualified and experienced practitioner(s) who 
have done this investigation and certified this report is provided below. 

This certification applies to the date of this report. 

Signed, 

Hamish Wilson 

Technical Director – Contaminated Land 
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Hamish Wilson – Project Director 

Hamish is an environmental engineer with over 26 years of experience in undertaking environmental and 
contaminated land assessments.  Hamish has a BE in Civil and Resource Engineering from the University of 
Auckland.  Hamish has experience with undertaking and managing site investigations, environmental 
assessments, and monitoring programmes for a range of environmental issues, across a broad range of 
media including soil, sediment, surface water, groundwater, and ground gas; and for a wide range of 
contaminants including heavy metals, petroleum hydrocarbons, and asbestos.  Hamish has experience in 
the assessment of data (including statistical analysis) to undertake risk assessments, including Tier 2 risk 
assessments.  He has familiarity with and understanding of the current contaminated land regulation and 
practice in New Zealand including assessments against the NES-CS; and in the consenting of contaminated 
sites.  

Melody Robyns – Project Manager and PSI Report Reviewer 

Melody is an Environmental Scientist with a Master of Science in Physical Geography.  Melody has a 
background in environmental site investigations and contaminated land assessments.  She is an 
experienced project manager with over 10 years’ experience and is competent in risk identification, 
mitigation and problem solving.  Her involvement in projects includes project management, technical 
input, risk assessments and liaison with stakeholders. 

Bailey Johnson – Report Author 

Bailey is an Environmental Scientist with a background in environmental site investigations and 
contaminated land assessments and reporting.  She has carried out or contributed to a variety of soil 
sampling, surface water and ground water monitoring projects.  Bailey has worked on a variety of 
contaminated site types, including service stations, oil terminals, production stations, airport complexes, 
commercial/industrial, residential and agricultural sites.  She is skilled in the supervision of contractors and 
heavy machinery, including drill rigs and excavators, and the design and implementation of site-specific 
health and safety procedures. 
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Appendix B:  Figure
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Appendix C:  Historical Aerial Photographs
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Photograph 5: 1995 sourced from Retrolens 

 

 

Photograph 6: 1996 sourced from Retrolens 
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Appendix D:  Property Files 







  

 

          
             

                 
               

                
             

      

             
            

           
          

           
              

                 
               

           

 

             
          

              
             

           
          
            

             
               

                
             
  

                  
             

              

   

              
              
 

             
     

              
           

            





 

               
               

              
             

            
                 

        

                
               

    

             
              

               
        

  

            
              

           
          

             
             

           

             
           

            

 
     



            
     

          
             

   

            
              

            
               

            
              

              
        

    

             
             

              
    

            
          

             
 

           
          

             

            
   

           

         

     

            
           
             

 

             
            

      

    
 
 



  
                 

              
  

               
   

   
               

             
     

                 
                  

                 
            

  
               

    

                 
                

    

               
                

       

   
              

               
                 

   
              

                
          

     
            

               
             

    
                

                 

      
    

     
    

 

            
     

           
        

 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

   

   

 

                

              

     

                

              

                

      

     

          
       
            
               

     

      

   

                

         

                  

            

               

            

   

                  

                   

        

 

  

   



  

               

              

                  

       

              
            

             
            

               
            

              

              

                

              

                

 

                

             
           

                 

            

               

            

      

   

              

               

  

              

             

              

               
              

              
               

             

  

 

  

   






