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Tēnā koe  

Request for information from Westpower Limited in relation to the Waitaha Hydro application 

under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 

The Waitaha Hydro Expert Panel (the Panel) has directed the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) 

to request further information from you under section 67 of the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (the Act), 

relating to the Westpower Limited application. 

Following its review of the Application documents, the Project Overview briefing, its Site visit, and the 

Applicant's proposed amendments to its application1 the Panel has identified a number of areas where 

further information or clarification is required. Accordingly, the Applicant is requested to: 

Flows 

1. Provide the Waitaha River flow rate record for the period starting 16 November 2025 and ending on 

23 November 2025.  

2. Confirm the river flow rate(s) used for each of the visual simulations. 

Roads and access 

3. Confirm whether the top access road at the weir site is for construction only or is intended to 

remain during operation. 

  

 
1 As set out in the Applicant’s Memorandum of Counsel, 17 November 2025 
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Rock removal  

4. Confirm whether any insitu rock needs to be removed on the true left of the river at the intake 

location. 

Landscape 

5. Superimpose the weir location on a current photograph or photographs of the Site taken from 

both banks of the river (the Panel understands some photographs taken by Westpower Ltd 

representatives during the Site visit could be used for this purpose). 

6. Provide visual simulation of the weir structure looking back to the terrace, to show the two access 

tracks stemming from the access tunnel during the construction period and prior to rehabilitation. 

7. Update/provide visual simulation(s) of the power station looking back to the access road, and 

including the transmission line. 

8. Supply a visual simulation of a representative viewpoint of the transmission/distribution line along 

Waitaha Road. 

9. Supply a statement from its landscape expert confirming whether in light of the above information 

it changes any of the conclusions reached in his assessment. 

Recreation  

10. Supply a statement from its recreation expert confirming whether in light of the information above 

(requests #1 to #9 inclusive), and the findings in the decision version of the Te Tai Poutini Plan 

regarding the classification of parts of the project site as outstanding natural landscapes, his 

conclusions remain the same. 

Economics 

11. Supply a statement from the economics expert confirming his assessment under the Fast Track 

Approvals Act 2024 tests (at present reference is only made to Resource Management Act 1991 

matters). 

Legal matters 

12. Provide a legal opinion addressing whether there is scope for the following as part of this Fast 

Track application:  

a) The additional consents now identified as being necessary under the Te Tai Poutini Plan; 2 and 

b) The amendments proposed to the concessions sought including the addition of further 

marginal strip areas.3 

13. Provide an update following the close of the appeal period for the Te Tai Poutini Plan noting: 

a) Whether any appeals have been lodged; and 

b) To what extent the appeals relate to provisions of relevance to this Project. 

Supply of Information 

14. In accordance with section 67(2) of the Westpower Limited must: 

a) Provide electronic copies of the information or report requested; or 

b) Advise the EPA, with reasons that you decline to provide the information or report requested.  

 
2  Applicant’s 17 November 2025 Memorandum, Attachment 1B.  
3  Applicant’s 17 November 2025 Memorandum, Attachment 6. 
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Please provide the further information to the EPA by 10 December 2025.  

If the information requested is not received, the Panel must proceed as if the request for further 

information has been declined.  

Please note, the information will be provided to the Panel, and every person who provided 

comments on the application.  The information will also be made available on the Fast-track 

website. 

If you have any questions, please contact Application Lead, June Cahill by email at 

info@fasttrack.govt.nz 

Nāku noa, nā 

June Cahill 

Application Lead 




