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Environmental Protection Authority  
Private Bag 63002 
Waterloo Quay 
Wellington 6140  
 
 
BY EMAIL: substantive@fasttrack.govt.nz 
 
 
 
19 May 2026 
 
 
Central and Southern Blocks Mining Project Fast-track Application – Substantive 
application for Taharoa Ironsands Limited (TIL) [FTAA-2512-1153] 
            
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the substantive application sought by Taharoa 
Ironsands Limited (TIL) under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 to authorise the continuation of 
mining operations within the Central and Southern Blocks of the Taharoa Ironsands Mine, 
including associated activities in the coastal marine area.  
 
 

Role of Te Nehenehenui   
 
Te Nehenehenui is the post-settlement governance entity under the Maniapoto Claims 
Settlement Act 2022, which represents and acts on behalf of Maniapoto (inclusive of all within 
Te Nehenehenui).  
 
Te Nehenehenui has deliberately refrained from involvement in previous resource consent 
applications at the mine site, deferring to the authority of mana whenua to manage local 
outcomes. However, the scale and nature of the potential environmental effects arising from the 
current proposal necessitate our comments.  
 
The Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 sets out the obligations relating to Treaty settlements and 
recognised customary rights. Section 7(1)(a) requires that all persons performing and exercising 
functions, powers and duties under the Act must act in a manner that is consistent with the 
obligations arising under existing Treaty settlements. Te Nehenehenui is:  
 

• A relevant iwi authority for the purposes of section 53(2)(a). 

• Under section 53(2)(c)(i), a relevant Treaty settlement entity, including being an entity 

that has an interest under a Treaty settlement within the area to which the substantive 

application relates. 

• The Maniapoto Claims Settlement Act 2022 defines a statutory acknowledgement area 

which includes the coastal area adjacent to Taharoa C Block and the Mitiwai and Wainui 

Streams. 

Broadly, Section 134 of the Maniapoto Claims Settlement Act 2022 articulates Te 

Nehenehenui’s vision, principles and aspirations to guide the interpretation and 
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implementation of statutory redress relating to resource management, particularly in relation to 

Ngā Wai o Maniapoto.  

The vision seeks an enduring, constructive relationship with the Crown and local authorities in 

managing Ngā Wai o Maniapoto that: 

• Respects Maniapoto tikanga; and 

• Upholds Maniapoto’s cultural, spiritual and ancestral relationship with lands, waters, wāhi 

tapu and taonga. 

The vision is underpinned by the following key principles: 

• Te Mana o te Wai – prioritising the quality and integrity of water for present and future 

generations. 

• Ngā Wai o Maniapoto – the duty to restore, protect and enhance Maniapoto waters 

through active participation in decision-making. 

• Te mana tuku iho o Waiwaiā – recognition of Waiwaiā as spiritual kaitiaki, requiring 

consultation on matters affecting Maniapoto. 

• Kaitiakitanga – restoring relationships with water, enabling manaakitanga, respecting 

Maniapoto tikanga and empowering Maniapoto involvement. 

• Recognition of Maniapoto mana – acknowledging the significance of Ngā Wai o 

Maniapoto and the environment to Maniapoto identity. 

• Recognition of Maniapoto as rangatira and kaitiaki in resource management and 

decision-making. 

• Te Tiriti o Waitangi / Treaty of Waitangi – recognition of Maniapoto and the Crown as 

Treaty partners and the obligations of local authorities to give effect to Treaty principles. 

Te Nehenehenui is additionally responsible for ensuring that all resource matters within the 
rohe are consistent with the Maniapoto Environmental Management Plan.   
 
The Expert Panel 
 
We wish to acknowledge the members of the Expert Panel and the breadth and complexity of 
the decision making they face on this matter.  
 
In respect of this application, Te Nehenehenui seeks assurance that the Expert Panel’s decision 
gives full and substantive effect to the vision, principles and aspirations articulated in section 
134 of the Maniapoto Claims Settlement Act 2022. This includes explicitly recognising 
Maniapoto perspectives, tikanga and kaitiaki responsibilities by requiring the applicant to 
demonstrably avoid, remedy or appropriately mitigate adverse effects on Maniapoto, Ngā Wai 
o Maniapoto and the wider environment. 
 
As this is the first occasion that Te Nehenehenui has commented on a substantive application, 
we have attempted to provide a full response. We are happy to participate further in the 
process as required.  
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Technical comments 
 

Te Nehenehenui has reviewed the application and associated appendices provided. We do not 
agree with TIL’s conclusion that “overall, adverse effects are no more than minor”. Our 
comments identify areas where mitigation and offsetting should be strengthened and we 
suggest alternative measures and pathways where we consider mitigation and offsetting are 
inappropriate. Our comments are contained as Attachment A to this letter. As directed by 
Minute 6 of the Expert Panel, comments on conditions are included in this attachment.  
 
We acknowledge the opportunity we had to discuss this application with TIL in late 2025. 
Unfortunately, it has not been possible for us to meet with TIL to date, but we are happy to do 
so should the Panel direct this.  
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sam Mikaere 
Group CEO 
Te Nehenehenui  
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