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4.1 This Authority commences and ends on the dates set out in Schedule 1, Item 

4.  

4.2      The Authority Holder must review the LMP and resubmit it to the Director-

General for certification on or before the ten-year anniversary of the 

Approval date. The objective of the review is to re-assess habitat conditions 

and characteristics and update the LMP to reflect current species 

knowledge, best practice lizard management and mitigation techniques. 

 

 

approvals of this type are typically granted for no more than 
ten years. 
 
Wildlife approvals are limited to ten years because over this 
timeframe, best practice standards and onsite habitat can 
change significantly, potentially causing the original 
management plan to be outdate or ineffective. 
 
Implementing a mandatory recertification at the ten year 
mark ensures that the management plan remains aligned 
with current best practice, reflects material changes in 
habitat, and is reviewed at an appropriate and responsible 
interval. This requirement will provide certainty to DOC as 
the relevant regulator, that the Approval Holder is 
continuing to follow best practice.  

Schedule 3, 
clause 20 

Lizard and Helms’ Stag Beetle Salvage Reporting   
 

20. A report is to be submitted in writing to the DOC Operations Manager, I
nvercargill (at invercargill@doc.govt.nz and 
permissionshamilton@doc.govt.nz), by 30 September each 
year (covering the proceeding 1 July – 30 June period) during the 
construction of the Southland Wind Farm; summarising outcomes, in 
accordance with the Lizard Management Plan and Terrestrial 
Invertebrate Management Plan. Each report must include:  

a. The permission number;  
b. The species and number of any animals collected and released;  
c. The GPS location (or a detailed map) of the collection point(s) and 

release point(s);  
d. Results of all surveys, monitoring or research.  

In s 51 comments DOC requested that these clauses be 
added to condition 20. It is unclear why these conditions 
were not adopted.  
 
These are matters that should be reported on through this 
approval, as they are also not adequately addressed in 
associated resource consent condition EC15.  
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e. The compliance monitoring report required by Condition EC15 of the 
resource consent approval conditions for the Southland Wind Farm 
Project.  

f. Details of any Helms’ Stag Beetles salvaged and released in 
accordance with Condition EC24 of the resource consent approval 
conditions for the Southland Wind Farm Project.  

g. Details of habitat enhancement, predator control, and fencing. 
h. Details of any offsetting or compensation implemented. 
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Part Mimihau North Branch Marginal Strip, and part Waiarikiki Stream, 
Mimihau Conservation Area [depending on the final transmission line 
route] 

Land Status: Marginal Strip, Stewardship Land  

Area: 2.27 [to be determined when final transmission line route is 

determined following completion of detailed design] ha (more or less) 

Legal Description:  
Marginal Strip – Mimihau Stream North Branch (2800026), Conservation 
Area – Waiarikiki Stream, Mimihau (2800486) 

Map Reference:  
See Schedule 4, map 2 

Whatever is placed on the concession 
document, is what can be enforced. 
 
It is common practice for DOC to approve these 
larger “theoretical” areas for easements like 
these, and either retain the larger area, or 
process a minor and technical variation under 
17ZC(1) of the Conservation Act 1987 to reduce 
the area to actual use, once it has been 
confirmed. There is no disadvantage to any 
Concessionaire who has a similar easement 
concession and has not varied their concession 
to reflect the actual use area of the activity. 
 
It is recommended that the reference to map 2 is 
removed. There is only a single map in Schedule 
4 of this concession document. 
 

Concession Activity   
Schedule 1 condition 3 
 

a) A right of way; and 

b) A right to convey electricity 

for the purpose of construction, use and maintenance of a culvert, and 
installation and maintenance of overhead power lines associated with a 
wind farm. 

The intention behind the original DOC comment 
(in the s 51 report) was only to alter the 
formatting of this section, not to remove the 
explanation of the activity being undertaken 
under the two types of easement. It is 
recommended that this wording is reinstated to 
ensure clarity around the activity approved 
through this concession document. 
 

Term   
Schedule 1 condition 4 

30 years 0 months commencing on 01 January 2027 [date of the 
commencement of the construction of the Southland Wind Farm] 

DOC recommends the inclusion of a calendar 
start date for the term, to ensure clarity as to 
when the concession is active. During recent 
engagement between DOC and Contact Energy, 
the commencement date of 1 January 2027 was 
discussed as providing a satisfactory start date 
to both parties.  
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Final Expiry Date  
Schedule 1 condition 5 [30 years from the commencement date]31 December 2056 

As above, through the inclusion of a calendar 
start date, it is also appropriate to include a 
calendar expiry date in the concession 
document. 
 

Concession Fee Review 
Date(s)  
Schedule 1 condition 9 

01 January 2030 and three-yearly thereafter 3 yearly on the anniversary 
(and for the duration) of this Concession. 

With the recommended term start date, this 
proposed wording change in wording is also 
recommended to reflect internal DOC best 
practice. 
 

Schedule 2 condition 7.3 

Sections 17S to 17ZC Clause 14 of Schedule 6 of the Conservation Act 
1987 Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 applyies to applications for consent 
under this clause unless the Grantor, in the Grantor’s discretion, decides 
otherwise.  

DOC recommends altering this condition to 
ensure it reflects Clause 14 (Schedule 6) of the 
Fast-track Approvals Act 2024, including the 
direction on which parts of the Conservation Act 
1987 do not apply to this process for 
concessions granted through the Fast-track 
Approvals Act process. 
 

Schedule 3 condition 1 

The Concessionaire must undertake the Concession Activity in 
accordance with the application dated 22 August 2025. Where there is 
conflict between the application and the conditions, the conditions shall 
prevail. 

DOC recommends that this condition is deleted. 
The land and activity authorised under this 
concession is outlined in Schedule 1 (conditions 
1 -3).  
 
The concession considers only part of the 
Applicant’s Fast Track application, and 
authorises what is outlined in Schedule 1, with 
the conditions spaced throughout the 
concession document.  
 
DOC considers that the aim of this condition is to 
outline what is approved through this concession 
document, is already provided with more clarity 
by other conditions in this concession 
document. 
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Schedule 3 condition 2 

Should changes be made to the resource consent referenced in these 
conditions, the Concessionaire must provide the updated version(s) to 
the Grantor. For the avoidance of doubt, no change in resource consent 
conditions referenced in these conditions (Schedule 3 of this 
Concession) constitute a change in this Concession. Any change to this 
Concession must be through a variation in accordance with the 
Conservation Act 1987. 

DOC notes that this is a repetition of the 
statement in the Note at the start of Schedule 3. 
However, it is recommended to include it to help 
avoid any miscommunication or confusion if 
there are changes to resource consent 
conditions that may impact the enforcement and 
management of the concession. 

Schedule 3 condition 10 
At least 15 working days prior to the commencement of construction of 
the Southland Wind Farm, the Concessionaire must notify the Grantor of 
the date of it will commence construction of the Southland Wind Farm. 

DOC recommends that this condition is deleted. 
The condition cannot be enforced as it outlines 
an action for the Applicant prior to the 
concession coming into force (the term start 
date). 
 

Schedule 3 condition 11 

The Concessionaire must comply with Conditions EC2 (3b)) and EC40-
EC42 of the resource consent approval conditions regarding the 
Biosecurity Management Plan and response in the event didymo or 
myrtle rust is discovered when undertaking the Concession Activity. 

DOC recommends the inclusion of EC2 (3b)), as 
this is the consent condition which requires the 
implementation of the Biosecurity Management 
Plan. As part of this condition, DOC is also 
recommending changes to EC40 (see below) in 
the proposed resource consent conditions to 
ensure DOCs concerns regarding the concession 
activity are explicitly addressed. 
 

Schedule 3 condition 12 

The Concessionaire must comply with the Construction Environmental 
Management Plan, including the Earthworks Management Plan in 
accordance with Conditions CM1-CM3 of the resource consent approval 
conditions, including the protocols outlining the management of fuels, 
hazardous materials, chemicals and waste.  

As part of this condition, DOC is also 
recommending changes to CM2 (see below) of 
the resource consent to ensure that the 
concerns DOC has raised in relation to the 
concession activity are explicitly addressed. 
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3 The Biosecurity Management Plan must include:  
a. Appropriate measures (such as wheel washes, and 

vehicle inspections on the entry/exit of the site and 
inspections of any materials brought on to the site) to 
avoid the introduction of new weed species into the 
Project Site;  

b. A requirement that in the event of the discovery of 
boneseed, Chilean needle grass or Nassella tussock or 
any other Exclusion species included in the Southland 
Regional Pest Management Plan 2019-2029, within the 
Project Site during the construction of the Project, the 
Consent Holder’s Environmental Manager and Project 
Ecologist must be notified. The Environmental Manager 
must ensure a photo of the plant(s) and date is recorded 
and the Southland Regional Council and Ministry for 
Primary Industries (through the Exotic Pests and 
Diseases hotline (0800 80 99 66)) are notified; and  

c. Any other specific measures identified for specific pest 
plant or animal species entering the Project Site or 
moving from one part of the Project Site to another. 

d. A requirement that any general fill or organic material 
used on DOC managed land is sourced from within the 
Southland  region. 

activity are clearly addressed in the Biosecurity 
Management Plan. 
 

CM2 

1 In accordance with Condition MP2, the CEMP must include the 
following management plans:  
a. Earthworks Management Plan (EMP), including an Erosion 

and Sediment Control Plan (ESCP);  
b. Flocculation Management Plan;  
c. Construction Noise Management Plan; and  

The Applicant has indicated that they prefer the 
effects of the concession activity are managed 
through the resource consent conditions, and 
CEMP. The Panels draft decision indicates that it 
is satisfied with this approach. 
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d. Construction Traffic Management Plan.  
e. Jedburgh Plateau Water Management Plan (JPWMP).  

 
2 The CEMP must include: 

a. An overall Project Site development plan;  
b. The roles and responsibilities of the Consent Holder’s staff 

and contractors;  
c. Details of the Consent Holder’s Project Manager and Project 

Representative(s), including their contact details;  
d. Details of the Consent Holder representative(s) who will be 

the key contact person(s) for public information, queries, 
stakeholder liaison and complaints, in accordance with the 
Stakeholder Communication and Engagement Management 
Plan;  

e. The programme of all construction activities for the physical 
works authorised by these resource consents (including any 
proposed staging of these construction activities) and hours 
of work;  

f. The location and details of construction site infrastructure 
including fencing, site offices, site amenities, construction 
yards, laydown areas, construction access locations, 
construction lighting, refuelling areas and fuel and oil storage 
areas;  

g. Procedures for incident management and responding to 
complaints; 

h. Details of the management of ablution facilities, including 
requirements that waste from ablution facilities is either 
removed from the Project Site or treated and discharged to 
land in accordance with any permitted activity conditions in 

DOC therefore recommends the inclusion of 
additional clauses l. & m. to ensure that the 
management of the effects of the concession 
activity are clearly addressed in the CEMP. 
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the Southland Land and Water Plan or subsequent resource 
consent;  

i. Procedures to avoid or minimise the likelihood of the spread 
or introduction of invasive plant and animal species or 
diseased native plants as a result of construction-related 
activities, including measures to contain or eliminate any 
invasive species or diseased native plants as soon as they 
are observed; 

j. Details of the monitoring, management, contingency 
measures and reporting requirements; and  

k. Details of any environmental awareness training procedures, 
cultural induction and cultural monitoring requirements 
required under these consents. 

l. A requirement that spill kits, that are suitable for water use 
when works occur in or immediately next to the Mimihau 
Stream, are present at all time on-site during construction on 
DOC-managed land. 

m. A requirement that all waste and rubbish is removed from 
DOC-managed land and disposed of at an appropriate 
facility. 




