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HILLCOUNTRy REGIONAL LANDSCAPE TyPE 

Type Description
Hillcountry is one of the most predominant Landscape Types in the Region; it is also one of the most diverse being 
represented by a variety of geographically distinct Landscape Character Areas that stretch from the north to the 
south of the Region. Typically this Landscape Type is characterised by varied topography of rolling to moderately 
steep hilly terrain with occasional areas of steep to very step slopes most commonly occurring at higher elevations 
with areas of flat to undulating land at lower elevations. Hills and hill ridge systems are characterised by dissected 
stream and river valley systems including open tributary valleys which drain to the coast. Typical elevation ranges 
are in excess of 50m a.s.l. rising to 150m to 200m a.s.l., with very occasional peaks and ridges in the 200m to 
300m elevation range. Pastoral landcover is the predominant vegetation type with large contiguous areas of 
production forestry also a feature typically on more marginal (steeper) terrain. Isolated patches and fragmented 
patterns of indigenous forest and shrubland also occur to a lesser extent. Settlement is characterised by a variety 
of patterns including dispersed rural communities particularly in the north that are most commonly aligned with 
roading patterns, small concentrations of settlement in sub-regional service towns and areas of dense suburban 
settlement. 

This Regional Landscape Type includes 7 geographically distinct Landscape Character Areas: 

H1 Tomorata Sandstone Hillcountry•	

H2 Hoteo Mudstone / Limestone Hillcountry•	

H3 Kaipara – Puhoi Sandstone Hillcountry•	

H4 Riverhead Sandstone Hillcountry •	

H5 North Shore Sandstone Hillcountry•	

H6 Waitakere Sandstone Hillcountry•	

H7 Whitford Greywacke Hillcountry•	

H8 Ararimu Greywacke Hillcountry•	

H

hillcountRy lAndScAPe tyPe

62  Hunua Ranges

60  Ponga Road

61  Pinnacle Hill  (Mainly Outside Region) DELETE
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