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27 November 2025 
 
 
Gerard Daldry 
Whiterock Lime Limited 
Email:  
 
c/o – Brent Hamilton 
WSP New Zealand 
Email:  
 
 
Dear Gerard, 
 
 
Section 28 – Notice of Decisions on application for referral of the Whiterock Quarry and 
Managed Fill project under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 
 
This notice of decisions is for an application received from Whiterock Lime Limited for referral of 
the Whiterock Quarry and Managed Fill project (the project) under the Fast-track Approvals Act 
2024 (the Act). 
 
The project is described as developing and operating a Class 3 Managed Fill utilising the existing 
limestone quarry pit on site at Whiterock, Loburn - approximately 23km northwest of Rangiora in 
the Canterbury Region. The project comprises:   

a. operating a Class 3 Managed Fill accepting sorted inert construction and demolition 
waste, contaminated soils, asbestos – excluding any degradable organic materials   

b. an expected operational life of 20 years, with a capacity of 800,000 tonnes (approximately 
40,000 tonnes per year).  

c. continued lime quarrying and processing for approximately 10 years, shaping the floor and 
walls of the Managed Fill as part of ongoing operations.   

 

The project is described as requiring the proposed approvals: 

a. resource consents under the Resource Management Act 1991  
 
The purpose of the Act is to facilitate the delivery of infrastructure and development projects with 
significant regional or national benefits. 

s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a)



 
 
 

 
 

 

The project can only be accepted if the Minister is satisfied the criteria in section 22 is met, which 
includes being satisfied the project is an infrastructure or development project that would have 
significant regional or national benefits and referring the project to the fast-track approvals 
process would facilitate the project, including by enabling it to be processed in a more timely and 
cost-effective way than under normal processes and is unlikely to materially affect the efficient 
operation of the fast-track approvals process. 
 
 Under section 21(3) of the Act, the Minister must decline a referral application if:  

− the Minister is satisfied that the project does not meet the criteria in section 22 

− the Minister is satisfied that the project involves an ineligible activity  

− the Minister considers they do not have adequate information to inform the decision. 
 

Additionally, the Minister has the discretion to decline a referral application for any other reason, 
even if the project meets the criteria outlined in section 22 of the Act. 
 
Decision on referral application 
 
The Minister has decided to decline the referral application for the whole project under sections 
21(3)(a) and 21(3)(c) of the Act. The Minister’s decision is based on the view that he does not have 
adequate information to inform the referral decision.  
 
In particular, the application has insufficient detail or evidence around the economic and 
employment outcomes the project will deliver nor detailed rationale as to how the project will 
deliver significant benefits to the region. 
 
Without sufficient detail, the Minister is not satisfied that the project would deliver significant 
regional or national benefits, nor that referring the project would be unlikely to affect the efficient 
operation of the fast-track approvals process. 
 
The Act requires that:  

a. we provide a copy of this decision to the persons, entities, and groups specified in section 
28(1)(a) 

b. the Notice of Decisions, along with the briefing outlining the rationale behind the decision 
and the comments received from parties invited under section 17, will be published on the 
Fast-track website in accordance with section 28(1)(b) of the Act, in due course.   
 

If you have any queries about this notice of decisions, please email referral@fasttrack.govt.nz or 
phone 0800 FASTRK (0800 225 537). 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 

Yours sincerely  
 

 
 
Ilana Miller 
General Manager, Investment Strategy and Operations 
 
 
cc: Section 28(1)(a)(ii) – Written notice for all decisions: 
 
 Anyone invited to comment on the application:   

– the relevant local authorities: Canterbury Regional Council and Waimakariri District 
Council  

– the Minister for the Environment  
– the relevant administering agencies: Ministry for the Environment  
– the Māori groups identified in the list provided to the Minister: Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu, 

Te Ngāi Tūāhuriri Rūnanga, and Whitiora Centre Limited  
– other persons: the Minister for Economic Growth, the Minister for Regional 

Development, the Chief Executive of Hurunui District Council, the Chief Executive of 
Christchurch City Council, the Chief Executive of Land Information New Zealand. 

 




