

	
	
	





Appendix 4 – Draft Wildlife Approval Conditions


	Schedule 1

	Wildlife Approval Reference:
	TBC

	Approval Holder:
	Department of Corrections 

	Determination Date: 
	TBC

	Lapse date
	Start date 6 October 2026 and lapses on 6 October 2051.

	Term Duration 
(Schedule 1, clause 1)
	25-year period, commencing on (date of approval)

	Authorised Personnel
(Schedule 1, clause 2)
	Katherine Muchna, Boffa Miskell (Project Herpetologist) and/or Matt Turner, Boffa Miskell (Project Herpetologist).

	Authorised Activity Proposal
(Schedule 1, clause 3)
	1. To catch alive, handle and liberate wildlife (lizards) listed below. 
2. To incidentally kill the protected wildlife listed below provided all reasonable steps are taken in accordance with the Lizard Management Plan to avoid killing wildlife. 


	Species
(Schedule 1, clause 4)
	Copper skink (Oligosoma aeneum)
Ornate skink (Oligosoma ornatum)

	Location
(Schedule 1, clause 5)
	530 Paāremoremo Road, Paāremoremo (Lot 4 DP 24508, Sect 1 SO 476557, Sect 3 SO 476557, Sect 2 SO 476557 and 505 Paāremoremo Road (Sec 1 SO 66966).



	Definitions 
	

	Lizard Habitat Area 
	The areas on the Auckland Prison site (within Areas A and B) that contain suitable lizard habitat and are indicated on the plans Appendix 4A to Volume 4 - Wildlife Approval Application for Auckland Prison Capacity Increase Proposal.

	Lizard Release Site 
	The area shown as “Lizard Release Site” in Figure 3, of the Lizard Management Plan, prepared by Boffa Miskell, dated 26 March 2026” provided in Appendix 4B to Volume 4 - Wildlife Approval Application for Auckland Prison Capacity Increase Proposal. 







	Schedule 3: Special conditions

	Condition No.
	Condition

	
	General

	WAA01
	The Approval Holder is only authorised to salvage, release and incidentally kill wildlife that are listed in the Wildlife Approval Application (Application) using methods described in the application including the Lizard Management Plan for Auckland Prison Capacity Increase, prepared by Boffa Miskell and dated 26 March 2026 or subsequent updated and certified Lizard Management Plan in accordance with condition WAA02. This includes:
(a) Lizard capture, handling and release must be undertaken between 1 October and 30 April when lizards are most active.
(b) Pre-construction lizard survey to ascertain the absence/presence of lizard species through a thorough lizard survey of suitable lizard habitat immediately prior to commencement of earthworks that may disturb lizards, or lizard habitat removal.
(c) If lizards are detected, prior to disturbance to lizard habitat, the lizards shall be salvaged and released into the lizard release site.
(d) Land use practice continuation after lizard salvage (section 6.2.3 of the LMP)
(e) lizard fencing is installed and maintained where required (section 6.2.4 of the LMP).
(f) Lizard capture and handling must involve only techniques that minimise the risk of infection or injury to the animal including:
(i) Lizards must only be handled by Authorised Personnel [being person named as the approved herpetologist], or under the direct supervision of the Authorised Personnel.
(ii) Best practice methods and hygiene protocols as detailed in the Department of Conservation's herpetofauna inventory and monitoring methods toolbox https://www.doc.govt.nz/our-work/biodiversity-inventory-and-monitoring/herpetofauna/.
(iii) Prior to release, lizards are temporarily held individually in a suitable container (e.g. breathable cloth bag), with one lizard per container / holding bag, and held out of direct sunlight to minimise the risk of overheating, stress and death.
(iv) Covering live lizard capture traps to protect lizards from exposure and minimise stress.
(v) Checking all live lizard capture traps (e.g. pitfall traps and G-minnow traps), at least every 24 hours.
Advice Note: 
1. Section 3.0 of the LMP notes that if earthworks are undertaken in areas outside of (but near to) identified areas of lizard habitat prior to the pre-construction lizard survey, a lizard proof fence must be installed between the earthworks areas and lizard habitat prior to works commencing (refer Condition WAA12). 

	WAA02
	The Authority Holder may propose to vary the LMP at any time. Any proposed variation must be prepared by a SQP and must be submitted to the Department of Conservation via permissions@doc.govt.nz for certification to ensure the LMP remains appropriate for achieving the purpose of LMP and that any proposed changes remain appropriate pursuant to the Wildlife Act.

	WAA02A
	No proposed variation(s) to the LMP are valid unless certified by the Director- General of Conservation.

	WAA03

	At least one week prior to the pre-construction lizard salvage and release event, the Approval Holder will notify the Department of Conservation of:
(a) The date when the lizard salvage and release activity will be undertaken.
(b) The name(s) of the Authorised Personnel. 
(c) Confirmation from the Authorised Personnel that the Lizard Release Site is ready for the intake of lizards.

	WAA04

	The Approval Holder must perform actions as set out in the contingencies/adaptive management sections of the certified Lizard Management Plan for Auckland Prison Capacity Increase to ensure adequate mitigation of effects has been achieved.

	
	Lizard Release Site Design Plan Certification and Implementation

	WAA05
	At least 6 months prior to the pre-construction salvage and release of lizards, the Approval Holder shall submit for certification, by the Department of Conservation, a design plan for the lizard release site. The design plan shall be prepared in consultation with authorised personnel.

	WAA06
	The lizard release site design plan certified under Condition WAA05, shall be implemented at least 6 months prior to the pre-construction salvage and release of lizards commencing. 

	
	

	WAA08
	At least 6 months prior to the pre-construction salvage and release of lizards, the lizard release site shall be subject to predator control measures, in accordance with the Pest Animal Management Plan (PAMP) prepared by Boffa Miskell, dated 26 March 2026, and if lizards are salvaged and released to the lizard release site, shall receive ongoing predator control for three years after the final lizard transfer. If lizards are not salvaged and released into the Lizard Release Site then predator management may cease as per the PAMP.

	
	Death of wildlife associated with salvage activities

	WAA09

	If any lizards should die during the authorised activities of catch, transfer or liberate, the Approval Holder must:
(a) inform the Auckland Operations Manager as soon as possible; and
(b) chill the body if it can be delivered within 72 hours, or freeze the body if delivery will take longer than 72 hours; and
(c) send the body to the Auckland DOC office if requested by the Operations Manager.
(d) pay for any costs incurred in investigation of the death of any lizard; and
(e) if required by the Auckland Operations Manager, cease the Authorised Activity for a period determined by the Director-General.

	
	Euthanasia

	WAA10
	If any lizards are found injured as part of the Authorised Activity, the Approval Holder shall contact Authorised Personnel to get advice on management of the lizard. The Approval Holder is authorised to euthanise injured lizard(s) on recommendation of the Authorised Personnel or a veterinarian.

	
	Lizard Salvage Reporting

	WAA11
	By 30 June each year following a lizard salvage and release activity, a report is to be submitted in writing to the Operations Manager for Auckland (auckland@doc.govt.nz and permissionshamilton@doc.govt.nz), summarising outcomes in accordance with the certified Lizard Management Plan. Each report must include:
(a) the Project name; and 
(b) the species and number of any lizards salvaged and released; and 
(c) the GPS location (or a detailed map) of the collection point(s) and release point(s); and 
(d) results of all surveys, monitoring or research; and 
(e) a description of how the Lizard Management Plan was implemented including any difficulties encountered with capture and handling, how release sites were assessed, post release monitoring and what contingency actions were required. 
Completed Amphibian and Reptile Distribution System (ARDS) cards for all herpetofauna sightings and captures (http://www.doc.govt.nz/conservation/native-animals/reptiles-and-frogs/species-information/herpetofauna-data-collection/ards-card/) must be sent to Herpetofauna, Department of Conservation, National Office, PO Box 10420 Wellington 6143 or herpetofauna@doc.govt.nz.
Advice note:
1. If the pre-construction lizard survey detects no lizards, and/or no salvage and release activities occur the preceding year(s), the reporting requirements do not apply.

	
	Construction works outside of potential lizard habitat areas

	WAA12
	Prior to any physical construction works occurring in areas near but outside of lizard habitat area, lizard habitat areas shall be identified and a temporary fence setback 5 metres from lizard habitat areas shall be installed to clearly demarcate and protect lizard habitat areas. The fence will be made from sheer polythene fencing material and shall be erected following details in section 6.2.4 of the LMP and under advice or supervision from the Authorised Personnel. 

	
	Review and Certification of Lizard Management Plan (LMP)

	WAA13
	The Approval Holder shall review the LMP and resubmit it to the Director-General for certification on or before each date that is 10 years from the Approval date, unless the pre-construction lizard survey and all salvage activities authorised by this WAA are completed before the 10-year review period, in which case the LMP review and resubmission is not necessary.
The purpose of the review is to reassess habitat conditions, habitat extent and characteristics and update the LMP to reflect current species knowledge, best practice lizard management and mitigation techniques.
Any proposed amendment to the LMP must:
(a) be prepared by a suitably qualified and experienced person with expertise in lizards;
(b) be for the purpose set out above.
(c) meet the objectives of the LMP and the requirements set out in condition WAA14;
(d) be submitted to the local Operations Manager (auckland@doc.govt.nz) of the Department of Conservation, on behalf of the Director-General of Conservation, for certification that conditions WAA13 and WAA14 have been satisfied. 

	WAA14
	The Director-General will certify an amendment to the LMP if it includes processes for the following, in a manner that will achieve the LMP objective and the purpose of the review:
(a) Credentials and contact details of the suitably qualified and experienced ecologist/herpetologist who will implement the plan;
(b) Timing of the implementation of the LMP;
(c) A description of methodology for survey, trapping and relocation of lizards rescued including but not limited to:
(i) salvage protocols;
(ii) relocation protocols (including method used to identify suitable relocation site(s));
(iii) nocturnal and diurnal capture protocols;
(iv) supervised habitat clearance/transfer protocols;
(v) artificial cover object protocols; and vi. opportunistic relocation protocols;
(d) A description of the lizard release site(s); including:
(i) provision for additional refugia, if required e.g. depositing salvaged logs, wood or debris for newly released native skinks that have been rescued;
(ii) any protection mechanisms (if required) to ensure the relocation site is maintained (e.g.) covenants, consent notices etc; and
(iii) any weed and pest management to ensure the relocation site is maintained as appropriate habitat.

	
	Procedural Advice Notes 

	
	Compliance with Legislation and Director-General’s Notices and Directions
The Approval Holder must comply with all statutes, bylaws, and regulations, and all notices, directions, and requisitions of the Director-General and any competent authority relating to the exercise of the Approval.

	
	Department of Conservation Operations Manager(s) for Auckland [auckland@doc.govt.nz] are to be contacted immediately for further advice if wildlife other than lizards are located within the footprint of the development or within the lizard release site. A separate application to kill non-authorised species will be required.
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